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der to re-stock his arsenal had American aid not been flowing.
Senator Kenneth Keating of New York also strongly objected to
the U.S. decision to resume aid to Egypt. "The United States'*, he
said, "should not increase aid to Egypt until she had definite
assurances that Nasser would not use any of this assistance, direct-
ly or indirectly, to supply himself with additional Soviet wea-
pons and thereby increase tension in the Middle East."28 Assist-
ant Secretary of State Frederick G. Dutton sought to allay Sena-
tor Keating's apprehension by stating that the U.S. assistance was
directed toward the orderly development of Egypt which was a
large, populous and strategically located country in an important
area of the world. He also pointed out that the people of the
UAR were determined to search for progress and they were like-
ly to turn elsewhere if they could not obtain from the United
States the help which they needed.29
However, the U.S. State Department's assumption that Nasser
was likely to handle the Israeli problem with restraint soon turned
out to be wishful thinking. This was evident from Nasser's action
in detaining, a Danish and a Greek ship—the Inge Toft and Asty-
palea—at Port Said because they were involved in trade with
Israel.80 Despite President Eisenhower's earlier commitment to
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so Arab states had also started blacklisting of American ships and when
this assumed ever growing dimensions, New York's longshoremen began to
picket the Egyptian steamer Cleopatra on 13 April 1960, and refused to
unload her. The UAR government and labour unions declared a counter-
boycott, a stoppage of services to all American ships in UAR ports from
29 April 1960. The New York longshoremen ended their demonstration
on 6 May 1960, after the State Department had stated that it would con-
tinue actively to oppose all boycotts, blacklistings and similar political res-
triction on the freedom of trade and movement. Middle Eastern Affairs,
vol. 12, February, 1961, p. 38.

